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16.5
MILLION

PEOPLE SHOPPED IN A 
SMALL BUSINESS
on 6th dec 2014

2014

2.7 million
more shoppers

than in 2013

2013

64%
were aware of 

the day

uk consumers

£504m
spent in small 

businesses on the 
day3.5 million views

uk trending at #1 all day
#smallbusinesssaturday

20%

55% of local authorities and hundreds of MPs all showed their support

*2,473 UK adults were polled by Toluna between 8pm on 6th December and 8pm on 7th December.

Small Business Saturday UK is a grass-roots campaign which 
exists to support, promote and inspire small businesses, on 

the fi rst Saturday in December, and beyond.

@SmallBizSatUKSmallBusinessSaturdayUK

Small Business Saturday 2014 
was a huge success*

Find out more
www.SmallBusinessSaturdayUK.com



How can you 
take part in small 

business saturday?
Small Business Saturday 2015 will be even bigger than before! 

Whether you have taken part for the last two years, already have 
activities planned, or are getting involved for the first time this 

year please find here some ideas of how to make the most of the 
campaign.

Logos, digital banners, a social media guide and lots 
more are available on our website for you to 

download: 
www.smallbusinesssaturdayuk.com

Ideas
for 

events
social
media

business 
to 

business
raising

awareness

Put a 
special offer on 

for the day

Hold an in-store or 
online celebration to 
encourage people 
through your door

Organise a winter 
market or festival 
with other small 

businesses on the day 
to combine with Small 

Business Saturday

Collaborate with 
local businesses to 
form a community 
discount scheme 

for the day

eg. 5% off in 
participating 
businesses

Tell your local 
paper what you 
have planned

Many councillors 
and MPs are 

supporting the 
campaign, so invite 
them to your events

Create a business 
blog with advice 
articles, success 

stories, local 
business news or 

profiles

Shout about 
what you have 

planned

Link to Small 
Business 
Saturday 
website

Support other 
small businesses 

with their Small 
Business Saturday 

promotions
Display a 
poster or 

digital logo

Network, 
share ideas 

and team up for 
Small Business 

Saturday

Tweet about 
what you have 

planned

Use the hashtag 
#SmallBizSatUK

Follow Small 
Business Saturday 

UK on Facebook

‘Like’ & ‘Share’ 
our videos, images 

& blog posts

Create & upload 
videos to showcase 

yourself and 
promote your events

Host a Google 
Hangout and/
or Twitter Q&A 
for other small 

businesses

Post your activities 
on the central Small 
Business Saturday 
UK event space on 

Facebook

Launch the 
campaign in your 
area ahead of the 

day

Hold an event for 
local independent 

businesses

Let businesses 
know what events 
are happening & 
what support is 

available to them 
locally

Hold small 
business 

networking 
events Small Business 

Saturday is not just 
about shoppers, 

but bringing small 
businesses together 

and boosting links 
between them
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The Small Business Saturday Bus Tour is 
back and coming to a location near you!

Starting at John O’Groats, the tour will run for 
the entire month of November, stopping at 
27 towns and cities on its journey to Land’s 
End. Along the journey to all 4 corners, it will 
stop off at various UK landmarks to talk about 
the campaign and provide small business 
support and advice so come along and say 
hello.

The UK tour supports the campaign by:

•	 Promoting	 the	 campaign to small 
businesses, the general public, local 
communities and regions, raising 
awareness and engagement;

•	 Allowing	 small	 businesses	 to	 exhibit	
their	 business in a high footfall, city 
centre location;

•	 Promoting	 smaller	 towns	 and	 small	
business	communities to city traffic and 
higher footfall areas;

•	 Generating	 publicity	 from	 local	 and	
national	 press, both for the campaign 
and for local businesses;

•	 Delivering	 workshops,	 seminars	 and	
coaching to small businesses and those 
considering starting their own business.

The Bus Tour small biz 100inspire series
Every year we run a competition to find our 
annual ‘Small Biz 100’. 

Our ‘Small	 Biz	 100’ is the profiling 100 
businesses, one	 per	 day,	 for	 the	 100	 days	
leading	 up	 to	 Small	 Business	 Saturday	
on	 5th	 December	 2015. We use our digital 
channels to promote the businesses, send 
out press releases to their local press, involve 
them in events and also get national press 
coverage. Last	year’s	100	were	 invited	to	a	
special	celebratory	event	at	Downing	St.
 
Applications have now closed for this year. 
If you missed out on applying to Small Biz 
100 2015, don’t worry as there’s still plenty 
of ways to be involved with Small Business 
Saturday.

Please follow us on Twitter and Facebook to 
be kept up-to-date.

This year, Small Business Saturday’s 
Inspire Series runs throughout the year. 

The aim of the series is to provide free	talks	
and	 workshops	 to	 small	 businesses on 
different topics; everything from turning an 
idea into a business, through to marketing or 
growing a small business.

The series will be live streamed with real time 
Twitter	Q&A and webcasts will be available on 
the Small Business Saturday YouTube channel 
post-event so that everyone and anyone can 
access the content, whatever their location!

For more information, please visit our website.
www.smallbusinesssaturdayuk.com/inspire.

Find out more
www.SmallBusinessSaturdayUK.com

SmallBusinessSaturdayUK
@SmallBizSatUK
SmallBizSatUK



FAQ
How is Small Business Saturday UK funded?
The grassroots campaign is run by Small Is Big CIC, a community interest company that is not-
for-profit, existing only to serve the interests of Small Businesses. We have a small number of 
supporters who help us with the day to day running costs of the campaign.

Where did Small Business Saturday come from?
The Small Business Saturday movement was founded in 2010 by American Express in the US. 
American Express continues to be an active supporter in the UK

What’s in it for small businesses?
The campaign exists as a nationwide promotional tool for small businesses. We also deliver 
help and advice alongside opportunities to connect with other small businesses. In short, we 
exist to support, inspire and promote small businesses. Everything we do is free for small 
businesses, start-ups or entrepreneurs. 

What is a small business?
For the campaign, any business with annual revenues under £10 million is considered a small 
business.

What kinds of small businesses can get involved?
All and any! From a one-man-band, through to a high growth office; from a plumber to a social 
media guru - whatever your business, whatever your size, whatever stage you are at - our 
campaign exists to help you!

What happens on the actual day?
Please see our website and social media pages for what is happening in your area on the day, 
to find inspiration and to get involved. Some small businesses put on promotions or offers and 
others collaborate on a local level to put on street fairs or group offers. Be inventive! 

What happens for the rest of the year?
Our Inspire Series runs all year round and sees a number of free workshops take place up and 
down the UK. We also produce a lot of supportive digital content - check out the blog on our 
website & follow us on Twitter and Facebook and don’t forget to apply to be in our ‘Small Biz 
100’.

Can I use the Small Business Saturday Logo?
If you are a small business, trade organisation or public sector then yes, however it 
must not be modified. Please check out our brand guidelines for full information, at 
www.smallbusinesssaturdayuk.com/terms-and-conditions.

Is there a cost for small businesses to take part?
No, there is no cost to take part.

What if I don’t trade on Saturdays?
Small Business Saturday has events, workshops and support networks happening all year 
round. Please see our website for details. We also encourage you to plan something on the 
Friday before Small Business Saturday.

We want 
your stories

Let us know what you’re doing! 
Please visit www.smallbusinesssaturdayuk.com	to tell 

us what you are doing for Small Business Saturday. 

For further information on Small Business Saturday:

General	Enquiries
comms@smallbusinesssaturdayuk.com

Media	Enquiries
media@smallbusinesssaturdayuk.com

@SmallBizSatUK
#SmallBizSatUK

SmallBusinessSaturdayUK

SmallBizSatUK




